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Rural Alaska—Visitors want to experience Alaska
Native culture! Research tells us that tourists to
Alaska, in particular the independent travelers, want
to see and experience rural Alaska and Alaska

Native culture. The Center will be the catalyst to
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send visitors to rural Alaska villages, enhancing existing tourism operations and
encouraging other communities to develop tourism enterprises that work for them,

bringing jobs and cash into Interior and Northern Alaska's rural areas.

A study of visitor preferences was done for the Alaska Travel Industry Association by
GMA Research Corporation. Based on responses by visitors who actually visited
Alaska in the study years of 1996 and 2000, or those who said they were likely to
visit in the next five years: 77% of actual visitors, and 80% of potential visitors said
learning about different cultures was important to their trip; 80% of potential visitors
said seeing Native villages and meeting Alaska Natives was important. Significantly,

in 2000, Native cultural attractions were the single most popular vacation activity.
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